The aim of this study was to assess the use of quality of life questionnaires in polish cardiac patients, as well as reasearch methods used by polish authors in terms of international quality of life research guidelines.
OBJECTIVE
Systematic literature review was performed in order to collect publications assessing quality of life in cardiac patients in Poland.
METHODS

RESULTS
15,27%
Yes 25%
No 68%
No data 7% For studies assessing HRQoL in which tools developed by the authors were used, as much as 76% did not contain any description of the tool. Level of reporting for all domains measured by the questionnaires created by authors is shown of Figure 5 .
Shedules in which authors used questionnaires created for their own needs is shown on Figure 6 .
Most commonly, polish authors assessed patients' HRQoL in observational studies, which means no internvention was applied (53 studies, 41%). The most rarely evaluated HRQoL was after rehabilitational and pharmacological inverventions (15 studies, 11%; 16 studies, 12%; respectively).
Out of the 131 studies, the primary objective in 83 studies (63%) was to evaluate HRQoL. For 37%, it was secondary or higher grade objective. Most often, polish authors were using 1 questionnaire (56,5% studies) to assess HRQoL, as well as 2 questionnaires (26,0% studies) and 3 questionnaires (7,6%). The way in which questionnaires were filled is shown on Figure 3 . Based on the international guidelines, "checklist" (Table 1) consisting of 19 statements and questions was created as a basis for data extraction from accessed publications. • Polish studies assessing HRQoL in cardiac patients usually do not meet international criteria issued by EMA, FDA, ISPOR or Oxford University; • Significant differences on the methodology and HRQoL results reporting; need to harmonize practices related to HRQoL assessment by creating polish guidelines; • Polish authors most often use tools developed by their own and usually not validated; • Lack of HRQoL assessment among 3 basic domains as well as "under-reporting" are two basic mistakes of polish investigators.
questionnaires were filled is shown on Figure 3 .
The most popular tool to assess HRQoL in polish cardiac patients was SF-36 (Short-Form 36 questionnaire, 17% of studies) and EQ-5D (EuroQol 5D, 5% of studies). Official keys to calculate the results were used in 43% of studies, 31% contained no information about keys used, and in 15% no information about keys used were available. Almost in 26% of studies authors used their own questionnaires, out of which 71% were never validated, 27% lacked data of validation and only for 2% attemps of validation were made. 
